[Knowledge and attitudes about AIDS and sex behavior among school and university students of main urban cities of the country].
A national survey was conducted interviewing 4,522 students and 334 teachers. The result can be extrapolated to young people over 15 years of age and living in the large urban centers of the country. Thus the results can be extrapolated to approximately 330,000 persons. A good theoretical knowledge was detected but invalidated by erroneous beliefs, such as believing that A.I.D.S. is not contagious if relations are held within the same social group, that can be avoided by post-coital genital cleaning or by inquiring about the partner's previous sexual conduct. Forty four two per cent of the surveyed student are sexually active, and of this 32.6% of the men and 10.8% of the women have sexual relations with others outside their regular partners. The 72.9% believe that there is no possibility of A.I.D.S. contagion or that is very low. The erroneous beliefs, the high level of sexual activity the precocious initiation of sexual activity with prostitutes prostitutes and promiscuity among the surveyed, together with the generalized and false perception that there are not possibilities of contagiouness confirm that our youth is in very high risk level of contracting A.I.D.S. virus. Government politic is required to provide a global solution to this problem.